CHAPTER XXV,

DEATH  OP  JESTTa

ALTHOUGH the real motive for the death of Jesus was entirely
religious, his enemies had succeeded, in the judgment-hall, in repre-
senting him as guilty of treason against the state; they could not
have obtained from the sceptical Pilate a condemnation simply on
the ground of heterodoxy. Consistently with this idea, the priests
demanded, through the people, the crucifixion of Jesus. This
punishment was not Jewish in its origin; if the condemnation of
Jesus had been purely Mosaic, he would have been stoned.1 Cruci-
fixion was a Eoman punishment, reserved for slaves, and for cases
in which it was wished to add to death the aggravation of igno
miny. In applying it to Jesus, they treated him as they treated
highway robbers, brigands, bandits, or those enemies of inferior
rank to whom the Eomans did not grant the honour of death by
the sword.2 It was the chimerical " King of the Jews/' not the
heterodox dogmatist, who was punished. Following out the same
idea, the execution was left to the Eomans. We know that amongst
the Eomans, the soldiers, their profession being to kill, performed
the office of executioners. Jesus was therefore delivered to a

1 Jos., Ant., xx. ix. 1. The Talmud, which represents the condemnation of
Jesus as entirely religious, declares, in fact, that he was stoned; or, at least, that
after having been hanged, he was stoned, as often happened, (Mishnah, Sanhedrim,
vi 4) Talmud of Jerusalem, Sanhedrim, xiv. 16. Talm. of Bab., same treatise,
43 a, 67 a.

3 Jos., Ant., xvn. x. 10, xx, vi 2; B. J., v. xi. 1; Apuleiua, Metam,,s iii. &;
Suetonius, Gall/a, 9; Lampridms, Alex. Sev., 23.